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Chairpersonõs Report 

As the new Chairperson for the Gwalia Reference Group I would like to thank 

you for your interest in Gwalia and for subscribing to the Gwalia ghost town 

& museum newsletter.  In this edition of the newsletter you will read about 

the Shire of Leonoraõs achievement to be nominated as a finalist in the    

Heritage Awards 2014; the interactive map to guide and educate visitors on 

the Gwalia ghost town; archive, conservation and photographic projects and 

workshops held.  

  

We would like to take the opportunity to thank Jeff and Judy Carter for their 

involvement over many years at Gwalia. Since the establishment of the   

Gwalia Reference Group (GRG) in 2012, Jeff was the Chairperson and Judy 

served as committee member and was secretary for a short while.  

 

Jeff and Judy both  never hesitated to do hands -on work around Gwalia ghost 

town and the museum and helped with the 50
th

 anniversary weekend in   

September 2013 to commemorate the Closure of the Sons of Gwalia mine.  

They both served on the Shire of Leonora Council with Jeff as Shire        Pres-

ident  from 2009 - 2013. In late  January 2014 Jeff and Judy after 37 years 

exchanged the red dust of Leonora for the blue waters of Jurien Bay.  

  

Sarah Zimmerman (nee Mazza), is also leaving Leonora after being in the 

role of Events Coordinator for the Shire of Leonora since 2009.  Sarah      

assisted with many projects such as the 50
th

 anniversary weekend in         

September 2013, the annual Golden Gift, the Tidy Towns project and the   

Leonora Loop Trail. Thank you Sarah for you willingness to give a helping 

hand wherever it was needed.  

  

The newsletter has been very well received from the first edition in           

December 2012. We are pleased that so many readers now contribute to the 

newsletter.  Leonora and Gwalia co -existed in the past and continues to do 

so and with many people having a link to both places,  a page of the  news-

letter will be dedicated to an article about Leonora.   

  

The Gwalia Reference Group aims to complete a number of planned projects 

within the next year and 

envisage developing new 

initiatives for Gwalia ghost 

town & museum in the 

future.  

 

Matt Taylor  
Chairperson:  

Gwalia Reference Group  
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Heritage Award Finalist 2014  

Elaine Labuschagne  

The Shire of Leonora is proud to announce that it is a finalist in the Western Australian        

Heritage Award 2014 for the  category:  

 

Outstanding Heritage Practices by a Local Government.  

 

This category is to acknowledge a local government that  demonstrates an outstanding whole -

of -agency approach to the commitment and promotion of cultural heritage and/or               

heritage -related work, services or programs in Western  Australia.  

 

The Shire of Leonora recognises the importance of preserving the heritage in its care. As cus-

todians of a significant part of Western Australiaõs heritage, the Shire of Leonora takes its re-

sponsibility seriously and believes in investing financial and human resources in the conserva-

tion and maintenance of buildings, structures and other significant heritage assets to ensure 

the continuing existence of the Shireõs heritage for the enjoyment and education of the com-

munity and visitors.  

 

The Award ceremony is on 3 April 2014, and we will let you know of the outcome.  

 

 

Historic Minersõ Cottages at Gwalia ghost town 
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Gwalia Interactive Map goes live!  

Elaine Labuschagne  

Why not navigate your way around the historical Gwalia ghost town & museum using your   

smartphone or tablet?  

 

An innovative interactive digital 

map was launched on Monday, 24 

February 2014, bringing the history 

of this State Heritage listed Site 

with its old minersõ cottages and  

buildings to life.  

 

The development of the interactive 

map formed part of the new Gwalia 

ghost town & museum website, 

used to promote and market  

Gwalia. The website was launched 

late last year while the design of 

the map expanded to include use 

on devices such as tablets and 

smartphones. The implementation 

of this multi -media application, 

brings Gwalia ghost town &  

museum in -line with current web 

technology.  

 

Shire of Leonora President, Cr Peter Craig said: òThe Shire of Leonora would like to thank  

Lotterywest for funding the development of a new website and the interactive map. We  

encourage visitors to use the Gwalia interactive 

map, which is an excellent tool for the  presenta-

tion of information about Gwalia.ó 

 

The map is customised and features 31 attrac-

tions at Gwalia ghost town & museum . Visitors 

are invited to explore the site and click on one of 

the illustrations, then a photo of the specific at-

traction and information will pop -up. This gives 

the user the control to change the visuals and 

focus their browser on the  

information that they are interested in viewing.  

 

The map can be downloaded from 

www.gwalia.org.au/map/  Make sure you  down-

load the correct version for either a smartphone 

or tablet.  

 

Download a QR code reader App  on your phone 

or tablet and scan in the QR Code to go directly 

to the map.  

 

You can also access the map from the website 

and do a virtual tour of Gwalia from behind you 

computer.  

 

The map makes it easy for visitors to explore 

Gwalia ghost town & museum at their leisure, in 

an engaging and interactive way.   

 

 

Jim Epis, Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Leonora and Elaine   

Labuschagne, Manager Economics & Heritage Services accessing 

the Gwalia map. 

Sarah Zimmerman, Events Coordinator, Shire of  

Leonora and Jim Epis, Chief Executive Officer in 
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